
  

       PSALM 52 
September 26, 2021 PM  –  “The Deceiver Destroyed” 

I. GENRE:  Psalm of Trust with Prophetic Indictment 

A. This poem is hard to classify and is somewhat unique in the 
Psalms. 

1. It sounds at first like a lament, but there’s never any prayer 
for help. 

2. Instruction in choosing righteousness is certainly implied, 
but there are never any words of counsel. 

3. The description of the wicked man resonates like a 
prophetic indictment (e.g. Isa 12:15-19). But this is not 
normal for a psalm for use in worship. 

B. The psalm ends with a confession of trust (vv. 8-9).  

1. David’s confession of trust contrasts with the proud man’s 
foolish trust in himself (v. 7). 

2. Another psalm with a similar feel is Psalm 58. 

II. SETTING 

A. AUTHOR: David, part of a collection of his in Psalms 51-70. 

B. BACKGROUND: The Betrayal of David & Ahimelech to Saul by 
Doeg the Edomite. 1 Sam 21-22. 

1. Doeg, was a strongman in charge of the royal shepherds (1 
Sam 21:7) was also a military strongman.  

2. He was present at 
Nob when David 
sought assistance 
from the chief 
priest, Ahimelech. 
Doeg reported the 
incident to Saul as 
evidence of 
Ahimelech’s 
participation in an 
imagined 
insurrection by David. 

C. PLACEMENT: This psalm is placed around others which focus on 
sin & judgment.  

1. Psalm 50 = Asaph’s Indictment of Israel 

2. Psalm 51 = David’s Confession of Sin 

3. Psalm 52 = Indictment of the Self-Reliant Man 

4. Psalm 53 = Indictment of the Godless Fool 

III. STRUCTURE: Indictment (vv. 1-4), Judgment (vv. 5-7), Celebration 
of Trust (vv. 8-9) 

A. The poem twice uses the term “Selah” (vv. 3 & 5), but it is not 
used to mark off major sections in this poem. 

1. Instead, the term seems to highlight incredible statements 
worth reflecting upon. 

2. If the term is a musical comment, it may tell musicians to 
play an interlude to allow reflection. 



B. In addition to the 3-fold division of indictment, judgment, and 
celebration, there’s another layer of structure involving focus on 
different persons. 

1. Verses 1-4 is directed at the proud mighty man: “you.” 

2. Verse 5 focuses on God’s judgment: “He.” 

3. Verses 6-7 focuses on the response to the righteous: “they.” 

4. Verses 8-9 focuses on the trust of the psalmist: “I.”   

IV. NOTES & APPLICATION 

A. This poem may reveal more about the story than was revealed 
in 1 Sam 21-22. 

1. The story reveals Doeg’s bloodthirstiness, but this psalm 
highlights his pride & dishonesty. 

2. Apparently, he put on false pretenses when David was 
present only to betray him after David fled to Adullam. 

B. David’s reference to being like a tree at the Tabernacle may 
indicate that this psalm was written in retrospect some years 
later when the Tabernacle was reestablished. 

C. The laughter of the righteous to God’s judgment is not sinful 
gloating. It is the cheer of relief that evil has been stopped.  

D. There are two powerful contrasts between the wicked and the 
righteous. 

1. What they trust in: either in themselves or in God. 

2. What they are like: a dead tree to be uprooted, or a vibrant 
tree flourishing in God’s presence.  

 

   


